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22 February 1983

NUCLEAR TESTS IN AUSTRALTA HEALTH SURVEYS BY,
R'ESPm'I‘IVELY. AUSTRALTA AND UK
7 2. =X

Your letter 82/3073 dated’9 February 1983,

Reference;
1.  Herewith a stdtemant by MOD

1983 of an indepenfiant ealth survey of thoge
8ervicemen who took paft in the atmospheric nuclear test programme;-
"It is the MOD's view that the radiological safety precautions
taken during and after the tests were completely satisfactory
and that test Personnel were not subjected to any significant
health rigks, The survey is accordingly designed to test the

The

the number of UK participants - appr
i ake-a considerable time to
esults will be made public,"
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those who have taken up residence outside UK si
matters that might well e 8ince the tests,

These are
be raised during the vigit proposed at Reference,
;gi;ﬁnii :a;:k .'f:;‘.erred to Assistant Chief Scientific Adviser (Nuclear), MOD(UK),

Yours sincerely

P G REICH
Head of Staff
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tion of whe ther to uested London

| by note 41/B2) is being energet: :

/ geticall, ns in UK, but

usefully predict the outcome or whenyizowiiieizdkn 5 P ¢ Fevnt a U mowine
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5. Draft ATRAC report of September 1982

gm?_;zd::ec‘s;:;ld t?a: there is pressure in Australia +o expedite the final version of
L tﬁat :;efer :ﬁn:;eolﬁgzreiu’tlzez guidance on the sections (eg section 73 in the
: t : cep © advise that they should be omitied if +
report ;st;o be finalized befoz::e the decision at para 4 above is taken. én g‘iﬂr
parts o € report the following additional amendments have now been proposed iy

MOD(UK) s~

MOA documents

Para 1.4: rewrite second sentence to read:

"The Atomic Veapons Research Esteblishment (UK) has provided

radiatign dosimetry information, available to them in UK
concerning people identifizble as Australian Nationals at the
nuclear test and experimental sitess AIRAC has examined these

data",

Para 8.7: Trewrite second sentence to read:

"The AWRE has supplied information available to them in UK on

total recorded penetrating radiation exposures, for each
calendar year, of people identifiable as Australian Nationals

who were present at the nuclear test and experimental sites
in Australia or at Christmas Island in the Pacific".

to avoid confusion and bring the position up to date the last
sentence should read:

"AWRE make the point that although their listing does not
constitute a definitive, formal record or summary record of

radiation doses or exposures, they nevertheless consider that

there is confidence that it contains inter alia the names of

those persons, identifiable as Australian citizens, who may have
received exposures to ionising radiations above the very low

threshold recordable level, normally 200 micro sieverts, during activi-
ties, under UK radiological protection scontrol, associated with

the UK nuclear weapons and experimental sites in Australia and

the Pacific area'.

Para 8.7:
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CONFIDENTIAL Coyering UK CONFIDENTIAL .



